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Update from the Chairman
Dear All

Welcome to the first edition of Newswire for the new
Rotary Year.

We are now a good number of weeks into the Rotaract
Year and I am already very impressed to see the resur-
gence of Rotaract in areas of the country where there has
not been a presence for sometime.

Congratulations to D1050 who have recently chartered
the Rotaract Club of Alsager, the second club in the
district.  They will soon be making arrangements with
Manchester International Club to form a District Team.

The 2009/10 RGBI Exec. Team are already working hard in
their new roles to help grow Rotaract in our islands.

This year, to help improve communications between the District Chairman, RGBI Exec. Team and
mysef, I am implementing a monthly call rota whereby each member of the Exec. Team will be
calling a group of District Chairman to discuss how Rotaract is working in their area.  For DC’s this,
as well as the reports submitted for Council Meetings, is a great opportunity to feed back what is
working well, what could be improved and what, if anything, the RGB I Exec. Team can do to help
Rotaract in your district.  The information you feed back to the Exec. Team members will be
collated and reported back to me and you have my assurance that it will be acted upon.

The Rotary International theme for this year is ‘The Future of Rotary is in our hands’.  As
Rotaract, let's build on that to ensure we work together in our clubs and districts and with
neighbouring districts to develop solid foundations for new interest clubs  on which we can  build
to charter new clubs in order to meet the Rotary In Britain and Ireland target of two new clubs
per district.

Please remember that both the Exec. Team and I are always here to help you so please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

For those going to Banbury, I look forward to seeing you there.  For those not booked in yet...
why not?

Best Wishes

Martin Coates
RGBI Chairman



The 2009/10 RGBI Executive Team
A quick introduction to the Rotaractors from around RGBI who make up this year’s RGBI
Executive Team.

Chairman - Martin Coates
It is a tremendous honour and privilege to be your Chairman for the forthcoming year.  I
am very much looking forward to working with you all in Rotaract in Great Britain and
Ireland, helping to make a difference to as many people as possible be it in the
communities we are based in, charity work at District Events or changing lives in the work
of Rotaract Overseas Project.

Chairman Elect - Claire Seale
Claire is 20 and was born and brought up in ‘sunny’ Edinburgh although is currently living
in Glasgow with her fiancé, Alastair.   Claire attended St Mary’s Music School and is now in
her first year of teacher training (BEd) at Strathclyde University as well as studying for a BA
in Childhood and Youth Studies.

My aims for this year include:

Further improvement of the communication within the organisation.
Visiting as many districts as possible.
Working with you all to help make a real difference.
Working with the Rotary and Rotaract Districts to help form and charter two new Rotaract Clubs in Every District.

 I have been in Rotaract since 2006 and have held the following positions:

* District Rotaract Representative of D1050 (2007-2008)
* District Rotaract Representative (Chairman) of D1180
* RGBI Newswire Editor (2007-2008)
* RGBI Membership and Extension Officer (2008-2009)
* Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Vice Chairman (2008-2009)
* Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Chairman (2009-2010)
* Member of the EUCO 2008 Committee
* Member of the Brum 2009 Pre-Convention Social Committee
* Trustee of the Rotaract Overseas Project (2009)

Claire is a founder member and past president of the Rotaract Club of Edinburgh and is the immediate past District
Chairman for district 1020. She joined the RGBI Executive last year as administrator and is now serving as
Chairman Elect and Conference Co-ordinator 2010. Claire is a strong supporter of the Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards (RYLA) program and is working to develop a good relationship between RYLA and Rotaract.

Community Officer - Natasha Last
I have been a member of Deben Rotaract for 2 years.
Last year I was Vice President and I have just taken over as President for the coming year. I
was also on the district 1080 committee last year and will be continuing on the committee
this year.

During the coming Rotaract year my aims for my role on RGBI executive team are:

   *  To update the protection policy in line with Rotary
   *  To ensure all clubs adopt the protection policy
   *  To assist 3 teams from RGBI in entering and completing the mountain challenge including one from district 1080
   *  To persuade each club to enter 1 event on the events library.
   *  To help and assist in any other way which helps clubs and districts to  raise money and their profile.



Administrator - Pauline Byrne
I’m Pauline and I am currently reading medicinal chemistry in Trinity College, Dublin

I’ve been a Rotaractor in 1160  for many years having joined after winning the Rotary Youth
Leadership Award and Rotary grabbed a firm grasp of me ...  I haven’t been allowed leave
since.  I am currently in the process of setting up The University of Dublin Rotaract Club
Trinity College Dublin and this leads me to the point of view that if someone  approaches

me with a desire  to set up a new club, I will be able  to point out the pitfalls myself and my members experience
and be able to help them in whichever way is most fitting

I have been on the organising committee for the three district Conferences (since the inaugural conference ) which
allows me to bring an uniqueness to the role, the very strong skills of organising and liaising with many different
people to achieve a common goal

I am a crazy blond ,whose phone is an extension of her right arm, actually its pretty close to replacing my right arm
which means that I am the perfect person for the role of Administrator. This is the role I have been fulfilling in
Dublin, albeit by a different title.   D1160 is by far one of the fastest growing districts in all of RI and it is that very
energy and buzz that I’ve given to my district for 5 years that I want to bring to RGBI with the hope that we can
continue to flourish and grow and be the best darn RGBI we can be.

Treasurer- Lisa Hunter
Lisa Graduated in 2004 with a 1st Class Honours Degree in IT.   Lisa is an enthusiastic and
caring individual.  She enjoys swimming, Taebo boxing and visiting new countries.

Rotaract is a very important and enjoyable part of Lisa’s life and her aim is to encourage
others to be aware of the value of this fantastic organisation.  As the RGBI Treasurer this
year, Lisa’s main aim is to ensure subscriptions are paid by all districts, that have

Rotaract Clubs, so that we can continue the great work that RGBI, as a Multi-District Information Organisation
(MDIO), does.

Lisa has been in Rotaract since 2000 and has held the following positions:
* Founder President of the Rotaract Club of Bournemouth (2000-2002).
* District Secretary of D1110 (2002-2003).
* District Vice Chairman of D1110 (2003-2004).
* District Rotaract Representative (Chairman) of D1110 (2004-2005).
* Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Conference Co-ordinator 2005.
* Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Vice Chairman (2004-2005).
* Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Chairman (2005-2006).
* Chairman European Rotaract Conference (EUCO) 2008 – (2007-2008).
* Chairman Rotaract Host Committee (Brum09) – (2008-2009).
* President of the Rotaract Club of Maidenhead (2008-2010).
* Rotary International Rotaract Committee Member (2008-2010).
* Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Treasurer (2009-2010).

Publicity Officer - Anthony Miles
Anthony has been a member of Epsom Rotaract in District 1140 since 2006 and has served
as Community Officer, Website Officer & President for Epsom Rotaract, District Chairman
for D1140 and Newswire Editor during 2008/9.

Over the next year Anthony will be working with clubs and districts to help promote
Rotaract internally and externally as well as working towards ensuring that the Rotaract
branding is used correctly throughout the organisation.

Membership & Extension Officer - Alistair Clarkson
Alistair joined Rotaract in 2007 and became President of Cambridge Rotaract Club.  As
RGBI Membership Officer Alistair is now actively engaged in providing membership
support and locating potential new Rotaract clubs across the country. If you have any
questions relating to membership of existing clubs or creating new clubs that can't be
answered by your District Chairperson then please get in contact.



RGBI News Update
Rotaractors make dreams real at 100th RI Convention
Over 200 Rotaractors from all over the world congregated in
Birmingham, England, to take part in the Rotaract

Preconvention and the historic 100th Rotary International
Convention in June 2009.

From 19th – 20th June Rotaractors enjoyed their own
Preconvention where they shared ideas on how to motivate and
increase membership, how to plan effective community and
international service projects and enjoy the fellowship with
Rotary Family members from all 4 corners of the world.

There was a fantastic line-up of speakers for the Rotaract Preconvention including Past Rotary International President
Frank Devlyn talking on leadership and Rotaract and how members of Rotary Youth Programs are the leaders of
tomorrow.

During the opening plenary session RI Rotaract Committee Chair, Terry Phillips, gave a very enthusiastic presentation
on what the committee had achieved in the last year.  He also updated us all on the status of Rotaract worldwide,
including statistics on the fastest growth area.  He also welcomed 2 new countries to the Rotaract family, Kazakhstan
and Iceland, who chartered their first Rotaract Clubs during 2008-09.  This means Rotaract is now present in 164
countries.

One plenary session focussed on the End Polio Now challenge where Rotaractors heard from John Germ, Rotary's
US$200 Million Challenge Chair, who explained the importance of the challenge and how Rotaract can help to
eradicate this terrible disease from our planet.  John thanked all Rotaractors for what we have already done in support
of End Polio Now.

Continues overleaf........



During this session we also heard from Hanny Wan, a past Rotary Foundation Scholar, who told all present about her
experience on a Polio immunisation day.  Hanny challenged all Rotaractors to participate in a National Immunisation
Day (NID) to show their support to the challenge and to see Rotary in action.

During the 2008-09 Rotary year R.I President DK Lee urged us to “Make Dreams Real” and what better way to show
how we have achieved this than hearing from the 2009 Rotaract Outstanding Projects Award Winners.

There were presentations from the 8 winners from all over the world, all providing inspirational stories as to how
they have all made dreams real.  The international winner was the Rotaract Club of Birmingham, Alabama, USA with
their project “Ready 2 Read”.

The Ready 2 Read project has provided more than 30,000 books to 129 classrooms at a cost of $150,000. A $100,000
endowment has been set up to maintain the libraries and replace books.

You can find out full details about all project winners at:
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/conv09june21rotaract.aspx

Continues overleaf........

RGBI News Update
Rotaractors make dreams real at 100th RI Convention (Continued)

We were also treated to a presentation from Emma Donovan, a
Rotarian from High Wcyombe, England.  Emma is a Past President of
High Wycombe Rotaract and a past DRR for D1090.

In October 2007, Emma was given the opportunity, as a Rotaractor, to
travel to Sierra Leone with the charity Mercy Ships for 2 weeks.  Before
she went a list of items was given out, on which was a plea for cotton
pants.

Emma continued to tell us that she, with help from friends and family,
handed over 532 pairs of pants to the clinic in Freetown, much to the
Clinic Managers delight.

After a few conversations, Emma realised that underwear was in high demand, and decided to do something about it.

On her return to England she approached an old school friend, Celia Talbot, who grew up in Tanzania, and decided to
form their own charity, Knickers 4 Africa to help bring about a change.

We were also very fortunate and privileged to be addressed by both the 2008-09 Rotary International President DK
Lee, as well as the 2009-10 Rotary International President John Kenny.

DK Lee spoke first by thanking Rotaractors for helping Make Dreams Real all over the world.  He also told Rotaractors
that we are much more than future Rotarians; we are a vital part of the Rotary Family.    He finished by urging
Rotaractors around the world “not to wait for an invitation to a Rotary Club, but to ask for an invitation.”

Our final plenary session had the theme “The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands”, this is the 2009-10 RI Theme and it
was therefore fitting that John Kenny, RI President 2009-10, spoke to us.

Kenny said he was “proud to have Rotaract as part of our organization” as he outlined his aims for the coming year.
He told us all to “Seize the day - make your lives full of meaning".  John Kenny’s parting comment was "I wish I could
take all your energy and put it in a bottle!"

Outside of the main plenary sessions Rotaractors and Rotarians attended various workshops to gain more knowledge
on specific subjects including PR, transition from Rotaract to Rotary, organising a new Rotaract Club and membership
development to name a few.  In total there were 20 different workshops for participants to choose from.



The 2009 Rotaract Preconvention closed with remarks by RI Rotaract Committee Chair, Terry Phillips, who thanked
everyone for their service to Rotary over the last year and for attending this convention.

Terry also took the opportunity to thank the 2008-09 RI Rotaract Committee for all their hard work and dedication to
Rotaract.  He also made a very special presentation to Lisa Burnett, committee member, in recognition for her service
in producing the RI Rotaract Committee Newsletter and for being one of the main organisers, along with Mary Kathryn
DeLodder, of the 2009 Rotaract Preconvention.  Terry presented Lisa with a Paul Haris Fellowship with one Sapphire,
as Lisa is already a Paul Haris Fellow.

After the Rotaract preconvention several Rotaractors stayed in Birmingham to enjoy the historic 100th Rotary
International Convention and were treated to some truly amazing speakers.

During the opening ceremony we were all delighted to be addressed by Ban Ki-moon, the UN Secretary General, who
commended Rotary on their fight against Polio and expressed his appreciation for the close relationship that Rotary
and the UN share.

Other speakers included Mia Farrow, Tom Henderson (CEO of Shelterbox) and Jane Goodall, who commented on the
potential links between Rotaract and her Grass Roots Clubs.

RGBI News Update
Rotaractors make dreams real at 100th RI Convention (Continued)

Outside of the Preconvention and Convention workshops,
Rotaractors enjoyed the hospitality of the Brum09 team who put
on a great party programme with the theme of “Swinging Sixties
Britain”.

On Thursday night delegates enjoyed the culture and colour of an
Indian theme night with traditional curry dishes and Bollywood
dance performances.  On Friday they grooved their way to the
award winning Oceana nightclub to enjoy an evening of swinging
sixties, with great music, 7 different bars and a free glass of bubbly
on entry.
Saturday saw everyone make their way to Brindley Place to soak

up the lively and sophisticated atmosphere on the organised pub crawl.  The event ended in the Pitcher & Piano
dancing until the very early hours.

On Sunday the Brum09 team had organised a farewell brunch so we could say goodbye to those that would be
leaving us.  Everyone got to enjoy muffins and coffee and continue the lively discussions with their new found
friends.

Just because the Rotaract Preconvention was over didn’t mean the party events were.  On Tuesday they got to
throw themselves down the 170 metre real-snow slope at the SnowDome in Tamworth.  It was the best 40 minutes
ever, with everyone reverting to childhood!  Who knew you could have so much fun in toboggans!

The final Brum09 event was an afternoon visit to Cadbury World, where the best chocolate in the world is made.
The tour included a trip round Bourneville, a village built by the Cadbury family, and a tour of the factory where you
could see how chocolate was made whilst getting to sample lots of free chocolate!

The 2009 Rotaract Preconvention and Brum09 Party Events were a great success and an amazing experience for
everyone who attended.  We all made new friends, shared ideas that will benefit our clubs and districts and had a
great time.  The best thing about international events is meeting Rotaractors and Rotarians from all over the world,
sharing ideas and fellowship.

The good news is, if you weren’t able to make it to Birmingham in 2009 then start planning your trip to Montreal,
where the 2010 Rotaract Preconvention and Rotary Convention will take place.  Don’t miss out on this amazing
experience, for more info visit: http://rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx?housead
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Sightsavers International are inviting teams to climb three mountains in Scotland,
England and Wales within 24 hours in order to raise funds on their behalf.
Teams of six walkers, supported by two drivers, will be set the Challenge of climbing a
mountain in Scotland, England and Wales. Starting in Scotland each team will scale Ben
Nevis, Great Britain’s highest mountain; travelling from there to Cumbria the next mountain
will be Helvellyn in the Lakes, finally climbing Snowdon in Wales will see the teams climb
three mountains each over 3000ft, in three countries in 24 hours including the driving!

Global Challenge UK has designed this demanding event, on behalf of Sightsavers, with the
participant’s safety in mind.  We have many years experience of running outdoor events.
Specialist marshals, personnel and safety equipment ensure the team’s safety at all times.
Team briefing sessions and handbooks offering advice on training, routes, clothing and diets
etc. will be provided prior to the event.

The Challenge will start late afternoon on Saturday 19 June and finish at the same time the
following day, 20 June.

A complimentary celebratory meal and reception at Snowdon rounds off The Three Tops Challenge. The event not only ensures a
fantastic weekend for the participating teams but will also provide an excellent ‘fundraising-vehicle’ for Sightsavers.  The Chal-
lenge is for teams to raise a minimum of £5,000 per team and the proceeds will go to the ‘Rotary African Vision Appeal’.

Rotaract Involvement:  For any Rotaract teams wishing to take part, please contact RGBI
Community Officer Tasha Last at community@rotaract.org.uk



Role Name, Club & District Contact Email

Chairman Martin Coates (Liverpool Hope 1180) Chairman@rotaract.org.uk

Chairman Elect Claire Seale (Edinburgh 1020) chairmanelect@rotaract.org.uk

Administrator Pauline Byrne (Dublin City 1160) rgbi.admin@rotaract.org.uk

Treasurer Lisa Hunter (Maidenhead 1090) treasurer@rotaract.org.uk

Extension Alistair De Blacquiere-Clarkson (1180) membership@rotaract.org.uk

International Ed O’Mahony (Galway 1160) Internatonal@rotaract.org.uk

Publicity Anthony Miles (Epsom 1140) publicity@rotaract.org.uk

Community Natasha Last (Deben 1180) community@rotaract.org.uk

Internet Simon Turner (Rushden 1070) internet@rotaract.org.uk

Rotary Liaison Jon Craike (Hallam Rotary 1270) rotary@rotaract.org.uk

The 2009/10 Rotaract in Great Britain & Ireland Executive Team

If you have any articles or stories that you
think other clubs may be interested in,
please send them to me, the Newswire
Editor, at editor@rotaract.org.uk).

Have your say......

RGBI Chairman 2009/10
Martin Coates

Email:
chairman@rotaract.org.uk

Website: www.rotaract.org.uk

The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter do
not necessarily reflect the views
of the Exec. Team or the Council

of Rotaract in Great Britain &
Ireland.

TEAM:
Together Everyone Achieves More

Dates for your diaries....
28th - 31st August 2009 Banbury Camping Rally

30th August 2009 RGBI Council Meeting

20th - 23rd June 2010 RI Convention - Montreal

17th - 19th Sept 2010 RGBI Conference - Edinburgh


